
Nuclear Decay Organizer 
 

Students know the three most common forms of radioactive decay (alpha, beta, and gamma) and know how the nucleus 
changes in each type of decay. 
Students know alpha, beta, and gamma radiation produce different amounts and kinds of damage in matter and have different 
penetrations. 
Students know some naturally occurring isotopes of elements are radioactive, as are isotopes formed in nuclear reactions. 
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How it changes the nucleus 
 
 
 

 
• Decreases the mass 
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